
MA-SG
INSIDE 
THIS 
ISSUE

MAR
2020

Montfortian Associates - Singapore

To find the grace of God, we must discover Mary

The Tree of Life – 1
A Brilliant Start to a Joyful 
Month to Remember and Cherish – 2
Love is in the Air – 3
MA’s Heartfelt Sharing Reflection – 5
Wednesday Evening of 
Prayer with Montfort – 6
Presentation to International Commission for 
Partnership – 7
Via Maria – 8
Up and Coming – 9

NEWSLETTER



Newsletter
March 2020

The mission for members of the Montfortian Associates Singapore (MA-SG) are

called to want to share, to live and to promote the Montfortian Spirituality and

to share in the service of the Montfort Brothers of St Gabriel’s especially, in the

educative mission.

Mission

The Tree of Life 
A Gentle Farewell to 2019

In 2019, Christmas season was a time to reflect 

and to look forward, to gently finish the year 

with the fruit of the Spirit that brings forth 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

and faithfulness. MA-SG shared a simple 

Christmas bonding activity on 28 December 

2019 at the Brothers’ Quarters dining area. 

Prayer session started at 11.30 am, followed by 

potluck lunch and gift exchange.

Newsletter
March 2020

2

Greetings and Blessings from all MA-SG



A Brilliant Start to a Joyful Month to 
Remember and Cherish 

Celebrating their birthday in December 

2019: (from the left to the right – Mr. Zerah, 

Ms. Paulette, Bro. John Albert).

Our prayers and wishes to those who were 

unable to attend: Ms. Genevieve, 

Ms. Cynthia, Ms. Mary Gerardine, a happy 

birthday to you!
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January is our founder’s birth month. 

Saint Louis-Marie Grignion de 

Montfort was born on 31 January 1673 

and he died 28 April 1716. He was a 

French Roman Catholic priest and 

Confessor. Montfort was known in his 

time as a preacher and was made a 

missionary apostolic by Pope Clement XI.

Sharing the birthday month with 

Montfort were Ms. Doreen, Bro Paul Raj, 

Mr. Simon & Bro George Pottakaran, and 

Ms. Lydia (not pictured).

Brother John Albert on mission trip

Montfortian Associates Singapore with 

all the families of the Montfort 

Brothers of St Gabriel and all 

international partners wish a Happy, 

Healthy and Fruitful Year.

岁岁年丰添美滿，鼠岁丰登酒一船



11th of January 2020 was an ordinary Saturday to most, but a special day to some. On that day, 

two dear friends of ours, Aloysius Adi Pratama and Lydia Alexkartadjaja celebrated their love in 

the holy sacrament of marriage. 

Not everyone loves or accepts the ideas of fate and destiny because this seems to take away the 

importance of hard work. Yet, without this magic word of fate to describe any serendipity, the 

beautiful work of God in every human life would also go unnoticed. It may be naive to describe 

the wedding of Adi and Lydia as the serendipity of fate. Behind it, there was a huge amount of 

sweat, tears and hard work put into the wedding preparation and certainly into the relationship 

that is the foundation of their marriage. However, despite all that, I would like to start off by 

stating that a naive idea that Adi and Lydia are a match made by God, or, indeed, a match made 

in heaven. I believe this is the right sentence to begin because their first encounter with one 

another was a coincidence. God was actually teasing them into His plan when Lydia contacted 

Adi because she mistook him for another person with the same name.

Adi and Lydia got together as a couple on the 26th of December 2014. Adi asked Lydia to be his 

girlfriend at Pizza Hut. Yes, it was at Pizza Hut. It was nothing fancy like some may have wished; 

fine restaurant, flowers, and expensive surprises. But it was not any less special. It is a story, which 

I believe would be told to their children and grandchildren. It is a story that would be passed 

down and celebrated from theirs to the generation after them because it speaks out loud about 

their kind of relationship.
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Love is in the Air 
MA-SG batch 2 celebrated their love in

the holy sacrament of marriage

A write up by MA Ms. Mariana and Ms. Stella
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Some of us, their friends, heard the Pizza Hut story shortly after it happened. Since then, 

throughout the years, there are some things about them, which revealed to us the kind of 

relationship that was going to last. Certainly, just like any couple, they would have their own 

not-so-good moments when things were not so flowery. Nevertheless, what we as their friends 

witnessed is a steadily growing bond of connection. They share jokes, quirkiness, and perhaps 

even idiosyncrasies, which are theirs alone. What is celebrated by them may feel or look weird 

to others? But that is exactly what makes their relationship special. That is precisely what others 

will see as a celebration of personal love. People say that the ‘weirdest’ couple is the happiest 

couple of all. Perhaps that sentence carries a message that is louder than its literal meaning. 

Perhaps, God planted those quirks, interests, and wonders in their hearts that act like radar, 

guiding their heart, this is my man, this is my woman. They became to each other, a place to 

return to, a home.

I've been to countless weddings but what makes Adi's and Lydia's wonderful was because I got 

to witness how everything there screamed them and intimate. Being a good planner that Adi 

is, their wedding preparation went back to some 1.5 years before the actual wedding day. And 

to him, what is planning without a comprehensive excel sheet detailing every single event, the 

person in charge, tasks, timings, and every single item to be prepared? During the wedding 

reception, they prepared a fun video reenacting the stories of their courtship. They also 

prepared a performance where Adi played guitar and Lydia sang the song "A million dreams". 

It was a quaint moment that we don’t get to witness often. Rather than listing what actually 

happened there, recalling these moments made me remember how I unconsciously said in my 

heart, "That is Adi and Lydia. That is really them." Those are the moments that made their 

wedding celebration engraved not only in theirs but in our hearts. Adi and Lydia are not just a 

good choice for each other, but God’s choice. And finding each other is the most beautiful 

thing there is. 
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Our MA-SG from batch 3 Mr. Edward Chu shared his 

reflection from heart on how he felt on his journey 

and his total consecration to Jesus through Mary:

When I was informed by Yvonne that a friend by the 

name of Sandra, recommends us to sign up for a 

Montfort program, "Consecration to Jesus through 

Mother Mary", my first question was how long was 

the program. When I was told it's 9 months, my 

heart sank. How am I going to last through 9 

months? 

Looking back, it was 9 months well spent. While it 

was challenging on some weeks especially when I 

had to juggle with work, I did not feel bored at all. I 

actually had a beautiful journey with the 

participants and grew in my relationship with 

Mother Mary.

Its benefit did not come from any charismatic 

speakers but through the many teachings of Louis 

De Montfort, the many quiet reflections and the 

sharing with fellow participants.

If I were to name a few key takeaways, these are the 

followings:
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MA’S Heartfelt Sharing Reflection

1. My vocation in life is to grow in Holiness. To live in the image and likeness of Christ.

2. And it is actually impossible to achieve this Holiness, no matter how hard we try. We 

can only get there through the abundant Grace of God, which Mother Mary will 

generously dispense to us if we open our hearts to her and ask for God's grace. This 

teaching helped me to understand my own humility, and how much I need God 

graces and the constant prayers to Mother Mary 

3. Constantly prayers and embrace the ten virtues of Mother Mary - deep humility, 

lively faith, blind obedience, unceasing prayer, constant self-denial, surpassing 

purity, ardent love, heroic patience, angelic kindness, heavenly wisdom. I find the 

journey to imitate Mother Mary ten virtues help me grow closer to her and to Christ. 

4. A very beautiful prayer, "Jesus living in Mary". I pray this regularly and after 

Holy communion.
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Wednesday Evening Prayer 
with Montfort
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My spiritual life has definitely benefitted from my Consecration to Jesus through Mary. I pray 

the Rosary more regularly and I have more courage to embrace and surrender to our Father's 

will and the cross. The total consecration book is always beside my bed and I often flip through 

for references on the many beautiful teachings especially when my life is challenged.

I also realize that living the life of Total consecration needs lots of discipline and prayers and 

can be very difficult to maintain on my own. I am beginning to feel that I need the support 

group to continue this discipline life journey.

In January 2020, we had Evening Wednesday Prayer with 

Montfort, animated by Ms. Doreen. Faithful members got 

together after the prayer to bond, to share and to celebrate 

our founder St Louis De Montfort's birthday. It was a special 

day as we had a fellowship together with the Brothers and 

the other international visitors who came for the 

international commission partnership meeting.

Montfort Brothers who came 
from Africa, France, and other 
parts of the world



Presentation to International 
Commission for Partnership
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It was by the hand of God and the grace of 

our Lady, that Singapore was chosen as the 

meeting venue for the International 

Commission for Partnership. Despite the 

initial breakout of the Coronavirus, the 

religious brothers and fellow collaborators 

from the commission took the risk for God 

and went ahead with the meeting which was 

held from 29 January to 4 February at 

Montfort Centre.

One of the key items on the agenda was 

know more about the experiences and 

activities of the Montfortian Associates 

Movement here in Singapore, Sabah and 

Thailand. As such, the presidents of the 

Montfortian Associates, Mr. Zerah Goh 

(Singapore), Mdm Rita Lasimbang (Sabah) as 

well as representative Mr. Anusorn (Thailand) 

made a presentation on the context and 

progress of their Montfortian Associates 

Movement.

Mr. Edmund Wong, vice-president of the 

Montfortian Associates (Sabah) and Mr. 

Edward Chu, member of the Montfortian 

Associates (Singapore) also shared their own 

personal testimony and journey from the 

preparation for the total consecration to 

being a Montfortian Associate today. Both 

revealed how St. Louis Marie de Montfort’s 

devotion to Mary touched them personally 

and that it is now their commitment and 

conviction to make Mary and Jesus better 

known and loved.

The International Commission for 

Partnership were impressed by the efforts 

and commitment shown by the Montfortian 

Associates in Singapore, Sabah and Thailand 

and hoped that this would help grow the 

educative mission of the Brothers as well.

Br. Dionigi Tafarello, Vicar General of the 

Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel thanked and 

presented the cross of partnership to Mr. 

Zerah Goh to signify a sustained future of 

collaborations with the Montfortian 

Associates Movement!
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Via Maria
The Heart of Living Talk
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The participants listened intensely to Bro. Dominic

Small group sharing after the session

MA held its first Heart of Living session in 

2020 on a Saturday, 8 February at CANA. 

In this talk, Brother Dominic delivered a 

sharing on "Via Maria", the Way of Mary 

which was inspired by St. Louis Marie de 

Montfort's writing of the True Devotion. 

The participants who came to the talk 

were divided into three small groups to 

help deepen what they just received.

Mr. Ben conducted temperature monitoring 
before the event started

A memento from Madagascar MA-SG President Mr. Zerah received memento from 
Bro. Dionigi Taffarello, Vicar General



Up and Coming
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Stay with us for our coming month's updates on MA-

SG lined up programmes, events, and activities

Newsletter
March 2020



REFF:
Glory to Thee, Montfort, the loving preacher 
Of Jesus cross and Mary's Rosary. 
The love of God and of his Holy Mother 
Both in Thy heart found a fair sanctuary 

The early thoughts of Montfort were for Mary
And in her love he grew ever more strong
Her virtues well he endeavoured to copy
To her sweet self, he desired to belong

How well he loved, to call her, his dear mother
When in her heart, he would pour out his heart
How much he care during life, and forever
Her bounteous power to the whole world impart 

Follow us on:

@montfortianassociates

montfortian.associates.sg
@gmail.com 

Glory to Thee Montfort


